RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT 


PART V. JURISDICTION ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI 


19. 

CONSIDERATIONS GOVERNING REVIEW ON CERTIORARI 

1. A review on writ of certiorari is not a matter of right, 
but of sound judicial discretion, and will be granted only where 
there are s pecial and important reasons therefor. The following, 
while neither controlling nor fully measuring the court's dis- 
cretion, indicate the character of reasons which will be considered 

(a) Where a state court has decided a federal question of 
substance not theretofore determined by this court, or has decided 
it in a way probably not in accord with applicable decisions of 
this court. 

(b) Where a court of appeals has rendered a decision in con- 
flict with the decision of another court of appeals on the same 
matter; or has decided an important state or territorial question 
in a way in conflict with applicable state or territorial law; or 
has decided an important question of federal law which has not been 
but should be, settled by this court; or has decided a federal 
question in a way in conflict with applicable decisions of this 
court; or has so far departed from the accepted and usual course 

of judicial proceedings, or so far sanctioned such a departure by 
a lower court, as to call for an exercise of this court's power 
of supervision. 

2. The same general considerations outlined above will con- 
trol in respect of petitions for writs of certiorari to review 
judgments of the Court of Claims, of the Court of Customs and 
Patent Appeals, or any other court whose determinations are by law 
reviewabie on writ of certiorari. 


